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Florida buzz! The Marker 
Waterfront Resort is a chic new 
boutique beauty that opened this 
winter in the quaint Key West 
Historic Seaport.

The 96-room hotel embodies 
the island charm of the Florida 
Keys — the breezy, sun-baked 
lifestyle, fresh seafood, cocktails 
on the patio and unparalleled 
water activities, including deep-
sea fishing. But The Marker will 
be a game-changer.

At the heart of Key West’s 
harbour action, The Marker 
adds an upscale and fashionable 
experience to a town whose style 
is primarily quirky and offbeat. 
The appealing boutique hotel is 
a model of contemporary cool 
and seaside luxury, built around 
a courtyard of tropical gardens, 
three swimming pools (one for 
adults only), a hip bar and Latin-
inspired food.

A series of two-storey town-
houses, The Marker’s look is a 
fresh mix of modern spaces with 
traditional Key West elements. 
It is an updated take on “conch 
architecture,” with gabled roofs, 
a wide veranda and latticework 
balconies. The friendly butter-
yellow exterior and the pristine 
white trim create a cottage look, 
but the interiors are sophisti-
cated.

Perch anywhere and you get a 
taste of the tropics. You can settle 
into a rattan chair on the invit-
ing porch and gaze at the flotilla 
of boats bobbing in the harbour. 
The lobby is warmed by contem-
porary-classic decor in a pretty 
palette of greys, gold and cream, 
with accents of dark tropical 
hardwood.

Palm fronds import a gentle 
brush with nature, so you are 
always close to the glorious 
Florida climate. The swimming 
pools are strikingly beautiful 
oases of aquamarine waters sur-
rounded by white lounge chairs 
and sun-brellas.

The guest rooms are airy and 
stylish, dressed in marine blue 
and crisp white with ebony 
contrasts. The scene is modern — 
sleek furniture, flat-screen TVs 
and white-tiled bathrooms with 
soaking tubs and glass walk-in 
showers. The Marker has four 
room categories, all with private 

balconies but with different 
views: pool, garden, Old Town 
and marina, which is the most 
expensive.

Cero Bodega is inspired by the 
Latin heritage of the Keys, but 
it calls itself a “California-style 
tequila bar and kitchen.” Special-
ties include huevos rancheros 
for breakfast, plus casual lunches 
and suppers of Ahi tuna tacos, 
kale salads and truffle burgers, 
plus more refined fare: seafood 
paella, tequila-braised ribs, cevi-
che, pollo à la plancha, guacamole 
and Florida snapper, stone crab 
and lobster. At the bar, happy 
hour features Spanish wine and 
zingy drinks of rum, vodka and 
tequila infused with citrus and 
herbs.

Key West is intimate and whim-
sical. Tourist trolleys tootle along 
streets lined with gingerbread 
mansions. Within a few blocks of 
The Marker are Ernest Heming-
way’s Home and Museum, the 
Key West Aquarium, the Florida 
Keys Eco-Discovery Center and 
Duval St., the main drag that is 
throbbing with casual shopping, 
dining and music. The Marker’s 
Conch-ierge — a word play on the 
Keys’ abundant large mollusks 
— can set up fishing charters and 
dolphin-watching.

I think of Key West as Heming-
way territory (To Have and Have 
Not, A Farewell to Arms, 1930s) 
for his love of marlin fishing and 
the inspiration he found among 
the tropical guava trees and 
coconut palms — not to men-

tion Sloppy Joe’s Bar, where he 
favoured extra-dry martinis, 
double daiquiris and absinthe. 
But literary masters Tennessee 
Williams (Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, 
1950s) and Robert Frost (The 
Road Not Taken, 1920s) have 
also been drawn to Key West’s 
carefree atmosphere and beauti-
ful waters and sunsets.

Today, the community has a 
rich cultural life of live theatre, 
literary events and gallery-
hopping — and VIP visitors to 
The Keys ranging from literary 
to showbiz. A new generation of 
celebs has made the island scene: 
cultural icons Madonna and 
Oprah Winfrey; authors Alison 
Lurie and Judy Blume; and such 

stars as Marisa Tomei at the 
Key West Film Fest (annually in 
November). Sissy Spacek, Kyle 
Chandler, Chloë Sevigny and Sam 
Shepard recently wrapped the 
Netflix family thriller Bloodline, 
to be streamed March 20.

Key West is the southernmost 
town on the U.S. mainland, and 
it celebrates its status with a 
freethinking ethos and a party 
air. Jugglers and street musi-
cians entertain nightly in Mallory 
Square and the bars hop with 
Hemingway’s legacy.

It’s also a community that 
prides itself on diversity. The 
first same-sex marriages in 
Florida took place in Key West in 
January and the all-new GayKey 

West Same-Sex Wedding Expo 
launched last week with a bou-
quet of such services as creative 
ceremonies, flowers, music, 
catering and cakes, photogra-
phers and videographers, decora-
tions and attire.

The Taste of Key West, on April 
13, will showcase the best of local 
restaurants to benefit AIDS Help 
Inc. The culinary fest will take 
place on the waterfront, over-
looking Key West Harbor, a lively, 
scenic five-minute walk from The 
Marker (aidshelp.cc, 305-296-
6196).
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The Marker resort adds luxury to quaint Key West

The Marker is a luxurious new boutique hotel that features three swimming 
pools, one reserved for adults, and a courtyard of tropical gardens.

The Marker Waterfront Resort provides an example of Key West’s cottage-style ‘conch architecture.’  P H O T O S :  T H E  M A R K E R  WAT E R F RO N T  R E S O RT
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Key West is an approximately 3.5-
hour or 260-kilometre drive south-
west of Miami International Airport. 
Regional flights connect to Key West.
The Marker Waterfront Resort: 
855-969-3206, 305-501-5193;  
themarkerkeywest.com; 200 William 
St., Key West, Fla.
Price: The Marker has a best-rate 
guarantee and offers a 20 per cent 
discount if you book 30 days in 
advance and pre-pay. Rates start 
at approximately $449 US in high 
season (Nov.-June) and $279 in low 
season (July-Oct.); includes three 
swimming pools (one is adults only), 
Wi-Fi, parking, fitness centre.
Information for The Keys: 
800-352-5397/800-FLA-KEYS, 
fla-keys.com. Visit Florida: 888-735-
2872, visitflorida.com.
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DAYS INN
3229 Shelburne Road, Shelburne
802-985-3334

Spend two nights at the Days Inn Shelburne,
2 person occupancy for $149.00 through
2015. Close to attractions, shopping and
restaurants. Free continental breakfast and
wifi. Call us directly if you would like a newly
remodeled room or any special requests. Take
I89 to exit 13 and make a left. We are 3 miles
down on the left.

QUALITY INN
2572 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne
855-547-2524

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD or 1 night for
$79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which includes 1 night stay with
round trip transportation to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking
for $139.00 plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy. Additional
charge $10/person/night. Pet charge $20/pet/night. These rates
also include Full Hot Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business center.
Directions: I-89, Exit-13. Rates based on availability. Not valid on
busy weekends. This promotion is available till 4/30/2015.
Call 802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE
1016 Shelburne Road, South Burlington
1-802-862-6421

Close to downtown Burlington shopping
malls and outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot
Breakfast, High speed wireless internet and
pets welcome. Special rates for 2 nights
$129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD Plus
Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night.
Pet Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on
availability and not valid on busy weekends.
Call 802-862-6421 for reservations

SMART SUITES
www.smartsuitesburlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800

Come and enjoy our hospitality in either a studio
efficiency at US $82.00 or a more spacious one
bedroom suite at US $92.00/night, including
a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Mention the Gazette special. Not valid with
other discounts and subject to availability.
Effective December 1, 2014 to April 1, 2015.
Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on rt. 7 for 1.5 miles,
same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
www.greenmountainsuites.com
401 Dorset Street, South Burlington, Vermont
Toll-free reservations 866-337-1616

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country
Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington starting at $119/
night weekdays Luxurious One-Bedroom Suite Includes
Vermont-style Hot Breakfast served each morning Includes
Fireside Reception with Beer, Wine and Food (M-Th.) Heated
Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility Walking distance to
University Mall and close to Lake Champlain and the Church
Street Marketplace Promotional rate may not be available
during select periods. Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
www.riversidetowerhotel.com
New York City, New York
Toll free 800-724-3136

Singles USD $134. Doubles USD $139. Suites
USD $149. - $169. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes
to midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside
Drive & 80th Street. For more info,
call 800-724-3136 or visit
www.riversidetowerhotel.com

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN
www.plattsburghbestvalueinn.com
19 Booth Drive, Plattsburgh, New York
& 518-563-0222 Toll free 1-800-358-2137

In wonderful Plattsburgh. Only $140 for
2 nights. Canadian cash. Up to 2 people,
additional pers. add $10 more per night. Free
continental breakfast. Located conveniently
off exit 37 on I-87. Some holidays, wknds &
spec. events do not apply. Up to 70% occ. daily.
Based on availability.
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